National Health Mission
Directorate of Health & Family Welfare Services
Arogya Soudha, Magadi Road, Bengaluru-560023;
Ph: 08022373587, e-mail: mdnrhmkar@gmail.com

HFW/NHM/ CPHC-UHC/CHO Recruit/20/2022-23 Date: 21.10.2022
CIRCULAR

Sub:  Selection Guidelines for Recruitment of Community Health Officer-CHO (on
contract basis) to Sub Centre -Health and Wellness Centers
Ref: 1. GOl NHM RoP F No M-11016/7/2022/NHM-11 dated: 09/06/2022.

Provision of Comprehensive Primary Healthcare (CPHC) under Universal Health Coverage
(UHC) from Ayushman Bharat- Health and Wellness centres (AB-HWCs), was planned and
implemented to reach the whole population with adequate health care services, to ensure optimal
utilization of free primary health care by community and minimize the out of pocket expenditures to
families. Innovative strategies were adopted by Government of India for strengthening the Primary
Healthcare services at the door-step of community.

Government of Karnataka has envisaged that well prepared nursing personnel placed at
Health Sub Centers will prove beneficial in taking Primary health care to underserved, marginalized,
rural and remote population in Karnataka under Universal Health Coverage (UHC). Experience from
other developing countries reveals that the “caring component of the nursing profession has been an
asset for nurses to function more effectively as primary health care providers”.
Hence Karnataka state has adopted BSc Nursing graduates as Community Health Officers (CHOSs)
for delivery of preventive, promotive, curative, rehabilitative &palliative care services at the door-
step of community at Sub Centre Level Health and Wellness Centers (SC-HWCs).

In this context, (FY2016-2021), State has recruited 3339 B.Sc graduated Nurses as CHOs
(from CPCH course Non-integrated batches), and additionally 2614 CHOs in FY 2021-22 in phase
wise manner for SC-HWCs across the state except Hassan and Ramnagara, including Kalyana
Karnataka region. The foreword of HWC programme is detailed in Annexure -1.

At present in Phase-6, NHM, Karnataka, through District Health Society is selecting 1048
(847 new + 201 vacant posts) B.Sc graduated Nurses as CHOs, for all districts against vacancy posts
as per the approvals given in ROP 2022-23 (Ref-01). District details with vacancies for CHOs
selection are provided in Annexure-2.

The eligible candidates are B.Sc / Post B.Sc graduates and from the CPCH course integrated
batches and presently working CHOs, having qualified degree certificate and enrolled in KNC with
knowledge on Computer system as well as Kannada fluency (speaking and writing).The criteria for
applying to the posts including age and other essential requirements are described in Annexure -03.

The eligible candidates shall apply only once in online platform for any selected district after
registration through email with uploading of mandatory identity proofs and certificates. The relevant
documents shall be uploaded in PDF format where ever it is mandated while filling up of the online
application. Documents required for uploading are listed in Annexure -4.
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Selection shall be done among the candidates passed in B.Sc /PB B.Sc nursing course, and
for integrated candidates qualified under integrated Certificate Programme in Community Health
(CPCH) curriculum (Community health Nursing-11) from any recognized university and/or presently
working as CHOs under NHM. The selection of Community Health Officer (CHO) will be done at
the district level under NHM through District Health Society.

The “District Level Selection Committee for CPHC-Community Health Officer (CHO)
selection” shall be constituted under the Chairmanship of Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Zilla
Panchayath. District Health Officer will be Member Secretary for conducting CHO selection.
Application fees for candidates will be Rs.510/- (Five hundred and Ten only) (includes online
Registration and to attend selection exam), shall be paid through Online process by the candidates.
Similarly, the application fee for SC/ST candidates will be Rs.255/-, shall be paid through online
process. Candidates availing fees concession, if they fail to upload the specific valid documents, then
their applications will be rejected without any notice.

After online verification of documents from District level selection committee, the
Admission tickets (Hall tickets) will be issued to eligible candidates to appear in online selection
examinations.

The Institutional Arrangements and process adopted for CHO selection is described under
Annexure 5.
Examination Process& selection of candidates:

e The examination will be online in objective type for 90 minutes.

e The number of questions will be 80, and against which totally 100 marks will be allotted.

e Each question in general carry 1 marks (sixty questions for 60 marks) but skill based 20
questions will carry 2 marks (20 questions for 40 Marks).

e The exam will be conducted in 2 batches on 19-11-2022. The first batch is for integrated
candidates which commences at 10.00 am and end at 11.30 am and candidates to report
to the examination center at 8am.

e The second batch is for non-integrated candidates which commences at 03.00 pm and end
at 04.30pm and candidates to report to the examination center at 1pm.

Candidates can approach support system for their grievances pertaining to online registration, exam,
results and selection. The details are available in Health and family welfare website:
https://karunadu.karnataka.gov.in/hfw

After selection, placement for SC-HWCs will be based on merit marks obtained in selection
exams for CHOs of CPCH Integrated curriculum batch (i.e 2020-21 onwards batch) through
counselling & presently working CHOs.

Post CHO selection exam, Non-Integrated candidates will be posted co-terminus with call

of application from IGNOU for the training.

Non Kalyana Karnataka candidates will be considered for selection in KK districts, if eligible
KK candidates are not available under roster system.

The selected CHOs should execute a bond and submit all the original relevant certificates to
DHS abiding to work for minimum 3 years under NHM-DHS, renewed after every 364 days with
one-day break. Failing to work / resignation within this period they have to pay the penalty amount to
DHS as executed in bond.

The details of selection process, Declaration of Results, Procedures to be followed after
selections including execution of bond and penalty amount are described in Annexure -06

Further terms and conditions if any will be notified from time to time in website and
candidates shall be abide by the same.
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Syllabus for Selection exams will be based on topics covered during nursing course by
Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences, Karnataka and MoHFW website. They are
described in Annexure -07.

The selected candidates of B.Sc & PB B.Sc nursing graduates from CPCH Integrated
Curriculum batch should execute a bond for Rs. 1.0 lakh (format described in Annexure- 8A)
and similarly non-integrated and presently working candidates shall execute a bond for Rs.
1.38 lakhs (format described in Annexure- 8B) with the District Health Society (DHS) of
selected districts.

Mission Director
National Health Mission
Copy for Information and Action:

1. Chief Executive Officer, Zilla Panchayath - Bagalkote, Bidar, Ballari, Bengaluru(R),
Bengaluru(U), Belagavi, Chikkamagaluru, Chikkaballapura, Chamarajnagar, Chitradurga,
Dakshina Kannada, Davanagere, Dharwad, Gadag, Hassan, Haveri, Kalburgi, Kolar, Kodagu,
Koppal, Mysore, Mandya, Raichur, Ramanagara, Shivamogga, Tumakuru, Udupi, Uttara
Kannada, Vijayanagara, Vijayapura and Yadgir districts.

2. Divisional Joint Directors: Kalburgi / Belagavi/ Mysore and Bengaluru Divisions

3. District Health Officers / District RCH Officers/ District Surveillance Officers/ DPMs of -
Bagalkote, Bidar, Ballari, Bengaluru(R), Bengaluru(U), Belagavi, Chikkamagaluru,
Chikkaballapura, Chamarajnagar, Chitradurga, Dakshina Kannada, Davanagere, Dharwad,
Gadag, Hassan, Haveri, Kalburgi, Kolar, Kodagu, Koppal, Mysore, Mandya, Raichur,
Ramanagara, Shivamogga, Tumakuru, Udupi, Uttara Kannada, Vijayanagara, Vijayapura and
Yadgir districts.

Copy for Information to:
1. Principal Secretary, Health and Family Welfare Deportment, Vikasa Sauda, Bengaluru.

Commissioner, Health and Family Welfare Services. Bengaluru.
Project Director, RCH, Bengaluru

Chief Administer Officer NHM, Bengaluru

State Programme Manager, NHM, Bengaluru.

Chief finance officer -NHM, Bengaluru
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